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mnaccesslile, the ln Drang Vailey:
hiad Jong been & Communist
ssanctuary and infiltration route int
* St Viemnans Central Highiands.
Mmﬁm'mm ;
D, sun-bakied Termite WS bela

The word was the Ia Drang would
be a walk. The word was wrong

BY JOSEPH L. GALLOWAY

T As the sun rose on Nov. 4 1965, & clear, hot

o Sunday, foar LS. .-"';I'Iﬂ_:,' helicoprers Mew, &5 umob-
Lrusively as such machines cin, across the ugped
la Dring Valley in South Victnam's Central High-
lamads: Below them wais d wild ol desolate place
that in pormal tmes odfensd 4 iving only oo oele-
phamnts, tigers and w Few Montagnard tribesmen: L Caoll, Hare
old G Moore seanoed the termmminicntly, seribbling notes and
marking b mape He wis about i deid the LLS. Tth Cavalry
e ils most audaciows charge sinee L Colo Geogpe A, Custer
ted his teoogees 1o the Litthe Bighorn 85 vears earlicr.

Like Custer, Hal doore had no use for timidite or hall
ecasires, The lean, Mood Bentuckian, o 3 old prade-
e ol West Poanl, Class of 45, demuanded the best fromhis
men amd mave the sume in retwen:; Behind his Back, (he 457
officers amd men of the Ts0Bstalion of the 2 Cavilry Regi-
ment, B5f Civalry Division' {Admmobile); semetimes. called
Moore by Coster’s: mickname, “Yellow Hair” Tt was o sol-
licr’s wrpfiment, il Moore teok it s sich.

Moore wis hunting big geoss in thitangle of ravines, fall
clephant grass and tecminé hills aooand the base ol Cho
P Massil, a0 2,400-foot mountaim whose foresis stretebed
A miles into Cambodia. A month carlier, the 22000 man 351
People’s Army Begimeni = parl of the Gest full Morth Viet-
namese Army division 1o take the field since the fall of Dien
Bicn Phuin 15954 —had attacked the camp at Pler Me, @ vital
listenipg post astride the road to Pleiko, the provincial capi-

|

A helicopber war, Specialist 4 Ficent Cantid rves i ." i cleerdd

tal. Saggon and Woshington feared that i the Mosth Viet-
Parmise overran Pleiku, Rowte 19 10 Ci Mhon on the cosi
woukd be wide open, and South Vietnam could be eut in two,
Buar ane of the North Vielnamese commanders, Maj, Gen.
Huong Minh Phuong, tald 008 News in o recent infeniew
that the attack on Plei Me was launched only o bait o trap
far the inevitable South Vietnamese relief columm, The am-
Bush almost certaimly would have suceeeded buat for one new
and, for the North Viglnamese, very troubling development.

For vears, the LLS. Aamy had sought 1o free oot soldices
from the tyranny of ferrain, Hssolution was the heligopler, the
ungainly bumblebes that had made @ limited debut in Komca.
Erquipped with the durable UH-1D Huey and its cargo-carry-
ing - cousin,. the Chinook, and bearing the cobors of the st
Covalry Ervision, the fivst sky troopers had somved in Yietnam
from Fort Benning, Ga,, in mid-September to make the bitibe-
fickd s three-thmensonal nightmane for the enemy,
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Sowhen the South Vietoamese venlored oot to mehieee Pl
e, they b meoved underan wmbrelby of howitzers e inu
position by the Chinooks When the Mocth Vieinamese sprang
theaeambushy, the South Vicinaonese lsd = anchamcieisical -
Iy — Foughit fike hell. The: Morih’s
commander, Gien. Clg Hoy Mian,
witladlpew wonwarid the la Drang. o
suncturry soofar feom iy road
that oo enemy. il ever dired
pensirabe Gt Bot with the wroval
of the air cavaley, no place was
aafie I ferreted oul North Yiet-
numese lood caches, under-
!.':I'ﬁlJl'u'] Ilfli|'|i|:_'||:_<. SV EN |'|l.:il.l.|l.|_l.lil.l'-
fers, Y ow umped all over, even
Nt our rear area,” sy Géneral
.I:'r'IIII'IFI¥ A ] Crea e |_|'i9:_1r-|_|-,'r

sl was WIONg.

U.S. Mews Serrior Palifer Joveple L Clallonsy wats e
onihy chiliah cormepondenr v Landing Zone X-Ray.
He Ditehhea o hetficopler'mide to e Duftlefichd o e
st ekl e e frghhd, el e et of il e
amcaedies, Chvene afery paar fut, 29k Ity e voung:
‘Lo Press Sierermatfonil cormersoraidinl wes s
dregs Jei¥ otidy pesend, o feewitsrow sedr i e Diggesr
harite o Hire war, Challoway dofb 1 etnan i 1960,
SRR e TR, Bt s e ek a9,
OFE T darad S0
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AT TN, oo batterics of 106-mm howitzers

ameng our troaps. Yok made it
very hard for our commanders to
kecp up with the plan, They were
very g sbout the paychiclog:
ical cifcets ol yvour helicopters anid
artillery leaplrogging among
these areen troops”

Hal Maocre and his boss; bri-
gﬂl;ln;,' commuander Col, Thomas
“Tim"” Brosm, had seen o red stor
marking Chu Pong Moantain, 17
milizs northwess of Pler Me, on o
mtelligenes map atl division head-
guariers " Whit's thae?" they had
asked, A bip enemy bise camp,”
came the reply. Their eyes lit up.
Far four long diws, their men had
beenbeating the brisheass of Plei
Mo and Hnding nohing bot vi-
cios el free wnis, oy Swisila
Erimee” vanes dnl punale soodense
thit, a1t Lrmes, & Ditalon was
lucky to mowe 200 yardst i ap
kosie, They persaaded. thieir
bpsees thint it made more sense
o where the cnemy wis

Operating on what Brown lat-
ar described as “siribog insincts
andd fimsy intelligence” Moore
wis ohoul fochil the jackpot, His
battalion of 2% officers and 439
men - liir oificers and 1949 men
short of full sfrength — was abau
o bEack two rcgiments of Morth
Wt A e u,:;_..;lll:ll‘.i, O o
than 3400 very pod soldiers,

paore’s farget arei contamgd
anly three clearings where heli-
coplers cottld Tand,” One wis: 2o
cyall that o ||.|.':,l P coald lzmel ok
time; & secomd ws Dlled witl frée
stumps. That lefi & big clearing
that Moore designated Landing
Fone X-Ray, 1t could take cighi
choppers, but i was Iocated di-
rectly: beneath Chu Pong Moun-
e, 10 tha North Vietnamese
wiepe avoupving e ligh ground,
Eanding Zone X-Ray could b
death ieap. A il battalion as-
sembled al pickup points ammed
Pl &3 Camp, the were wiss thid

Xe=Rawwonld be one mmone [tk widlk i te san and then home
g Bpse cunip Tor bod Tood and cold showers: The word, a8

12 gang thad
Ll been deposited by Chinooks
iy it e irl:; 2 miales east of X-
Ray—hegan firing on X-Ray
el s diversion: the two other
'L'|.-L'1'IIII1F"~' i the aven. Adier 20
minutes, the barripe sioppod
and heleoptier ganships’ poured
A0-caliber machimc-gun fre aml
IMsaneh rockets into thiz wisadls
nesrby. AL IS the Nirst eigh
Flucys Banchod ikl 2-Hay,

Mocre umped oul of the firsl
helicopter with Sgi. Maj. Husil
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Plumley, rivdio operator Specialist 4 Bob Oullette ond o
Victnamese interpreter close behind. Plumley, a laconic
Wisl Virginian, was om his third war, Fe was what yoang
paratroopers admiringly catl *a foar-jump bastord” —one of
the Tew men whe had survived all ooe Wogld W 11 eombat
aractuile jumps made by the 82nd Airborne Division, Te
tacl jumped agin in Koren with the 8T Adrbsorme.

The lead elements of Capt John Herren's 18-man Bravo
Commpany i toward the teee line, firing their rifles, while the
second wive of choppers linded, Moore: now had. nearly 100
men on Uhe ground, bul it would be 35 minutgs belore dny of
the 16 Hueys nssigned to him could return with more troops, 1
the landing zone came under aigack, Hersen was his maost
expieneed company commandér. He hwd run Brasao for B8
panths, nd he kaew his men and his business.

Moore already was rewriting the ules ol helicoprer as-

Sl landing=, Rather thin spread his men ina-thin circle
archand the clearing, he
Kept mosl of Herren's
troops concealed in o
ghimp  of Lrees near the
genter of the limling zone,
reaty Lo reset Lo any
{hreal, snd he seqt Foaer six-
main squids D00 vareds in
evory distotion. Within St
minutes they captured &
irisaner. The strngaler sl
1w ) deserier wihio hiad
been hifing o the Brish
for five davs, His nexl
words | wers chilling:
“Thiere are three batialions
an thee mrouinein whe want
veryomah o kil Aanes-
et Bt hiwen’t beemn:able
Lo fimel sy

By oivowithe rest of Her-

RHOW, 14, 1965

Hemmick ordered 2 rver crossime without o =afely rope, his
shatoon's senior-man, Sgi Curl Padmer, had complained 1o
lesirein: "'S-l.:llflhnl."l'll.llt_' ez 4o Be done aboail e lewlenanl or
el met us all kifled,™ Herrick was, in the words of an (05
elassmate, "a balls-ro-the-wall Eand of guy —a hard charger.”

This thove, Herrick charged Lo Biapd, As s plidoon trotied
iapr the fingerof lind, the Young lrutennnt spotled 4 few cnemy
e, The North Vietnnmese Med and Hervick: swiong: s 27
et i ot pursoik, Within miinu s, they were maore thian 1235
yards Lo the vight of the rest of Brvo Company. Seconds Liler,
thiey mnstegh i I30 Morth Ve tnamese boemded down L
mEowintain from the west. Herrick's platoon, which the boadline
writers wonld name “rhe Lost Flatoon,” was quick v surround.
edd. With help from one of Nadal's platoons led by Lr WL
“Joo Marm: Herren poshed 1o within 75 virds of Herriek’s
jrositeon bofon: being drven ek Armericais i dropping,
wondded and dead, mothe doe grass all ground,

Bekow on X-Ray, Moore urgently. called Tor air, arillesy
anil helicopber-punship stnkes o the Norll Yietramese -
thck  rowies down the
rovnEain and sent thie post
of Maduls men up i rein-
Force Herren, As Madal
prcree fowareh Blerren's felt
fank, he rancinto 100 o 150
Marth Vietnnmese. tharg.
img down e dre ereek bed —
a natural highway thai led
ol Lhe it sraight e
the hearl of the Linding
wane. “Theyire PAVN
[People’s:Army of Viel-
nam ;™ the Wictnam veter-
i yelledd o hise rasdin,
These were no black-paja-
mi - puereillas poueing off
the moumiwing They were
Morth YWieinamess rogolars
i khaki: ke dress, tair
pith helmets camouflaged

AT TaA -

LE Herrek's 20 plafoon
o A

Mporgs

LI 15 Battalion; 7t Canalry
B peoples Army of Misnam

ren’s men nnd the frst men
[ram Capt Ramon A, MNa-
il 1E5 Alplia Company il
landed, Tonv Madal was o West Point chissmate of Herren's
and s Army brat, the =on of Col, Ramon AL Macdal, West Poini
28, He had alreadyservedin Vietnamwith the Special Foraes,
and when he had beard thar theLst Covalry Division wos
henided ever. he had driven 1o For Benning and pleaded for
jods. Hail Maoore made Madul Ris intelligence officer, and on the
voaige across the Pacifie, Madil had lectured the battalion on
what was waiting for them, He pot his company in Octobee,
Muiare helicved what the prisoner wis saying. Fle ol
Herren to pash His men towarnd (e mowniain, piving paric-
pabar attention tooa finger of high: groumnd dhae jutted oul o
wapd thie londing sone. He dold Nadal to get roady to maowe
= Alphu Company toward e moungiin on Herden™s left.
just a5 woon s coough of Capt, Robert Edwards’s Chirlie
Coompany were on i pround o guard the Binding zone.

EHIIH':'E]_!lEI'ﬂ: Walking in Custer's footsteps

il e ik sl

By L3 Capt;Jobn Herren's men were onder
aftack by abowt 250 troops, wnd he radioed thar
his 2 Blatoon, on e might, wis i :liln%l:r' af
heing cut off, The plictoon was commanded by L
Henry. Heerick, a red-haired Californiun fresh

trnk of Difhcer Cancidate School s Do jodned the divigeon
salong with o pagele of pither green lieatenznts o manth belore

it zailed Do 'l,’[]:':umm. I Octobe s alrer o soldier deowned when

&l

Lost platoon. Henick s meen are cnd offy Herroe and Nodad are
Desrten ikl ab Edivaras & Company gerk on fee fusi-in e

with' clumps of elephan
Eriss, Most woere armeid
with Sovict-made ARAT -
s, ancd all careied bigpouches full of wosdensndlied po-
tato masher” hand oremades: They also hod Maxim hcovy
e guns and RPG-2- shoulder-fired nockers

Bl Beck, o X-year-old maching gunner from Harnsburng,
Pa:, was in Madul’s company. "We were [6ft of the dry ereck
Bzl absabnt M1 vainds, bl oo forwsind tosard Chie Pong,”
b peenlds, 1 heard Bob Hasen, the radio opeator, yebling
about Licytenant Taft being hit, that be was higin the neck
o Bleedimg 1o death T eould see Hogen leaning over "Tall
wltch o Morth Aietngmese Blasted him from behind, aod 1
s his: rashion explode oo pieces,” A handseme d-Toorer
from Highland: Park, 1 23-veur-old: Robert Talt wis.the
first voung leutenant g diein the Tn Breange Walley.

ot b the landing sone, the chnppens were brigime an thie
first. men of Bob Edwards’s Chuclie Company. A wative of
Trenton, M. Ecwards b entered thic Army strsight fom
Lafavelle College, where he had fmished wt the top ol his
RO class He was, in Hol Moore's view, “a superh. and
very percentive lender —afoolamd sirictly bosiness.” ]

Moore wis deeply worried aboul s Bl ok, Lieglensint
Hirrick's eliirge Tirta the right secmed o have confused the
engany commander; the Morth Vietoamess attacks were now
shifting to the left, wnd Moore had torshift with themis e ran
i the Lkding wone under heswy five, grabbed Edwards ol
the helicopter door and “yelled athin o his men fowand
the moniain, lic inwith Madal’s company on the right and
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et ready 1o e attacked in strength.” The :.'ljlujg captain sped
offin the direction Moore pomted, waving ai hiz 106 men Lo
fllbowe. Within a fow minufes, they had found cover or scruped
shallopw boles in the woodsqust off the landing 2o, A minuie
or te later, o owave of more than 350 Morth Vistnamess
slammed into the thim line of waiting American nflemen,

Moo and Sergeant Mapor Plumley hal been i constang
mofion on the battleground and the landing zone, shifting
newly arriving iroops towhere they were needed mos When
A new ght arcived, Moore stood in the open, guidiog the
helicopeers to the safest landing spots. “After giving Edward=
Bz orders, | was walkiog along the Hie'by the creek bed when
the firing around my head ook on a distincthy different
soumd —like & hell of a lot ol bees,” Moore remembers: L el
a firm b ooy shoulder, 1 was Serpeant Major Plumbey,
shouting ahose thie noiee of the guns: *5ir, i you don't find
Aninte cower you te o 1o o donsis;and i you go-dovn we all
e down.” U Moore reluctantly moved o the wast of the
figure-5 clearing and sef up his conmmand post behind o big
termite hill,

Landing Eone X-Riay was
now, s e pilofs et i,
“wery o very ot Map Broce
Crandall was im charye of
the It helioplers assigned
to the miszion. He and his G-
foct-n sidekick, Capt, Ed
“Too Tall fo Py Freeman,
along with. their wingmen,
brovehi remforeements,
nmmuanition  and precious
s, and dhey corried ol
the woundesd, 1 Moone said
it was CRE: o lond, they
Eimded, Cramdall Oew twa
chappers this day — his first
was crippled when it bt a
line of trees hauling wound-
et out of the hattle, Cran-
dufl ' vividly  recalls one
flight: "I sww.a Morth Vict-
namese firing at s from just
ouLside my rotor blades (20
feot away]. After taking on wounded, T pulled pitch [lfted out ]
b o By, 1 bard three dead wod three wounded, meluding my
crew chict, whao was shot i the throat.™

Hanei’s Gen, Mo Nguyven Giap says his soldiers leamned how
tix fight the LS helicopters in the Lo Drang, and perhops they
did. Bt tleey did mot havie the weapons on hiend 1o apply those
lezsons = the Chinese-made heaws antisirerall n:m:li]nim; LUNS
ehent, if they had been deployed on' Chu Pong Mountain, coulkd
have closed Landing Zong X-Ray, Wit their rifles and Jight
machine guns, the North Mictnumese ook atoll of American

aviarors, but during theee days of battbe only twoof Crandall's

helicoprers were disabiled = and hoth were pat back in service
afterthe fight. Loder inthe war, hiowever, the lessons the Morth
Victnamese learned at X-Fay would take a heavy. ol

Up on the moeanton, Henry Herrnck's Lost Platoomn wis
desperately clinging to a 25-vard circle atop d slight rsc.
The Morth Vietnamese overtan ang of he Americans’ o
M-t moching puns. -5t Ernie Suvape 2avs 1 hiewed: Ser-
geant Hurdlc down there ‘cursing, even ower the noise of
the firefiehe, Hleowos Gamous for that, Motherfe-—, Sonafa:
bitch. Sonofubitch,” T heard him holler, And then they
threw prenades inoon him,"” Sei Paul Flurdle, the platoon’s
wenpons-sgquad . leader, hsd survived the retreat Trom. the
Chosin BEoferair in Korea and had Blown the lase bridoe
behind (he rerreating Marines, bur Ieodid: oo sorvive this
iy, The enemy tormed Hondle’s machine oun grownd and

Moving out. Thiee hear aned e dust made war in the seril b

bepan using it on the Smercens, Feenick  was - morgally
woumded. His last words to Savage were; “I'm glad § eould
sive my hife for my couning”

Command of the Znd Platoon passed 10 Sg Carl Paimer,
Specialier 4 Galen Bungunr, who had left a dairy [arm in
Havfield, Minn,, for the Army, says that on the way up the
montain Seraeant Palmer said: " Bungum, [l be 43 years obd
tomarro, bud [don't betieve T'lHive to seait.” Within minuies
of taking over, Falmer was shid in the head. Savage and the
oihiers laid him behind & log. Shortly afterward, an American
hand grenade taken [rom the slain machine-gun crew sailed
over the clearing and explodded bensath Palrer. He-dicd
instantly, The mortar forward observer. Spt Robert Stokes,
aesummed 11 was his turn 10 ke chacge, stood upoand said;
“We've got to get outof here.” He was shol through the head
und killed fnstantly,

Command of the Lost Plutoon fell 10 Ermie Smage. A 21-
year-ofd buck serpeant from McCalla, Ala,, he had been with
the battalion maee thin two yvears and was field smart and cool
under pressure, He grabbed
Stokes's radio and called ar-
pillery firc down in & very
tight circle. By then, eight of
the Tost Platoon's 27 mven
were dbeaed and 12 woumded.

Midafternoan. Specialist 4
YVincent Cantu of Refugio,
Tex.. had only Wdsys leflin
the Armywhen he landedin
X-Rav. The local draft
boprd hizd calked him up the
chiy hiefore John Kennedy
was assassinated, ending
Cantu’s Qing ps lead guitae-
15t and wocalist for the
Rockin' Dominoes; a locul
b whose theme song was
“Born o Lose.” Mow an 3l
mm morter gunner, Cantu
wiss riveted by the deadly
drama arounsd Bing, W
werd B0closs our maoriar
tubes were pomnting almost
straight up. The pless over the radio were desperate, We coulbd
afl hear Sergeant Stokes; our forward obeerver, with the
trapped plitoon. By 2:30 or 3 pam., it seemed like half the
battalion was either dewd or wounded, T remember rofling this
deaed soldier in o ponchic, He was fuge down and when T turned
him ever | saw the lieatenants bars on him. 1 snapped. 1
thought: These rounds don't have any regard.” i

Biy o, Capt, Ray LeFebyvre's Delta Carmpany was arriving
at Landing Zone X-Ray, LeFebwre had sorved an eaclier lour
and was fluent in Vietnnmese. Becouse of hat, e had been
tiepped for st gob in civil affairs ot division headuarters.
Eike Tony Madal, e had tomed up on Hal Moore’s docrstep
bepging tor 4 rifle company, "Something's going 1o happen.”
LeFebyre had soid, “Twant 1o be in onit.”” He gol hiswish. ¥1
srarted o unhook my seat belt when 1 felt a round crease the
back of my neek,” LeFebvre remembers 1 tumed 1o my right
anvdd 5w that my tadio operister ad been hitin the feltside of
his head, T grabbed his radio and jumped out ... 1 fired two
mugazines of M-16 smmo ot the coemy, then 1 was hit”
LeFebvrewas inaction approsimately M minutes: in that time,
hiz and Lo mien arcund him killed 25 Marth Vistnamese.

Ot near the dry creek bed, machine gunner Bill Beik was
doing double duty while: his best friend, Russell Adams,
poured fire on the enemy, Beek alternated bataéen patching
up waounded Americans and fring af the MNorth Vietnames:
with a notoriously inaceurate 45-caliber putomatic pistol. He

F. r_
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spotted Captain LeFebvre, "moumng, his hand biownaparn
and his thigh equilly bad.” Beek bendaged Bim op and yellid
for a medic. LoFebvre wis hauled back (o 1he landing zone,
where the Batalion intelligence officer, Capt, Tome Metsker,
wounded in thi :-.|1|;_'||,.|[I_|I._.r hizlped him ontoawaiting helicop-
ter. Metsker was hitagain and killed a1 the chogper door.

Back on the line, Beck heard someone screqam, " S%dums i
lsit," He ean forward to fod his fellow Pennsylvanian lving
besade hissilent maciine gon, e side of hisheadwas: mess
He wis trving 1o talk to-me but nothing was coming out, His
Iehimet Lay in frome of o with o balled Trobe dn i aod T arned it
o, 10 seemed Tike Adams’s entire brain fell oot in froont of
me. [ was horrified, 1 screamed over and over for the medic.”

Beck 1ook over his fiend’s maching gun. He was: now
hodding the batabion’ lelt fank, divectly in the path of the
enemy. Alone. mumbling every prayer be could remember,
Beck stopped them, “They wens shooting at me, bulles hit-
ting the growsd beside mic

fracheotomy, Marneauvived to peceive the Medal of Honor,
Madol savs By thisdime, all my plagoon lenders hosd been
killed or wounded anda number of iy souad lesders Killed.™
Flerren's oeen- g oaly alaowt fLE vardsy Madal's moned
forwird 1500 1t was now 540 and Moore reluctantly ordercd
them o pull Back again, The artillery batterics bad oo smaoke
shlls butl ailered o subsin e wiiie-piasphores shelis— e
fearsome “Willie Peter™ rounds that scaitered tiny laming
!I'r:_|§|1!|_'|'|l::i ::|1|.| |:1E|’| I:,Il:ll.'l-'lﬁ ! ¢|'|l.‘:-ki|’i[; 1.'|-d‘||.|l:l -ljf 'n'l:‘l'ill.: s.l'lll'ﬂii:.
Bopwn om the crtecal 16 Munk, Edwardss Charie Company
s re Bt ively it Bk thie Geld incfront oF iowas lictered with
Morth Mietnomese bodes, Délia Company bad pomed the 1hun
Hime, mnd thee reinforcements that Modes bad requasted — 1200
men ol Brave Compuny.of the 2ed Batialica of the Tih Cavalry
under Capt, Myron Diduryk = begancarriving shortly afer 5
pome St John Scieling a 21-vear-obd Yirgmien, was with theme:
b 0 ] [ |._‘:'|1|ri:l|':||.‘.r -!_Il'-:_1|1|3l¢-:_] i, l_'lI1IH|I| i _|1|:'|'|!|r:-5|_> ol men m
klaki. and 1 thooghl we most really be desperaite il we ane
Fringing in gayvs without giving theom time (o change intoe their

et o e vocey.MIEUE utilorass, Then ne-

and cracking abowve my
hewd. 1was finog s fstas |
conld im bong hirsts"

Linding Lo X-Fay was
shrouded in thick =moke
el dst STe was o bedlam
of men yelling and serean-
ing. in' English, Wictnamdse
wnd S, a constant roar
of rific and machine-gun
fire punctuated by the
shocking . explosions. of
hesmbe, artilleny-shiells
rackets)!” Moore sayn He
was on the radeo 1o the 3rd
Brigade communder, Col,
Tim Brown, asking for roin-
forcements, Brown had @
COMEAY On alert:

Late afternoon. Al sboul
A, Moore ondercd Ma-
dal’z and Herren's compa-
mics o pull back, o @vacu-
ate their wounded and dead and. o prepare [or an attack,
procaded by e and antillery: bamrages, 1o rescue the: Lost
Phitoom It began ag 4:200 B the encmy hod meved forasard
and dug shallow foxhabes: snipers hod climbed inta the tree
tops, “We stood up, ol outof the treneh and the whole world
exploded,” recalls LU Dennis Deal, one of Herren's platoon
Jeaders " Men were dropping all over the: place. e Mmu[l
limes first went W fher knees, and then i crawling pesition.™

Deal’s platoon wis pinned down by machinesgon five from s
termite Il whwen sudidenly Pealsow “somecne get op-and
chgrge, just Tike i John Wayne modge,” Dheal wdds: "He van
25 vardsacross the open ground while allof us were crwling -
the ficinge was a0 e s, Tsaow him throw a gremads bebind a
permite hill, wait for it to go off, move aroand fo the rearol the
peramane bl and empty his rifle, Then he fell 10 his knees, L said
to mysel; Please el up, whoeser vou are, don't be-hort,”

[ was Lt Joc Muarm, another Peonsslvanim whie wis Ma-
dol’s Favorite jumior officer, another of (he bateh of groen
licutenarts whie had joimed e Batelicn Dt sammer.Mamm
Bl first fricd oo take out the eneany machine gun with a
shouluber-fived lght antitink {LAW]) vocket, Luter, he siid he
charged the machine-gun nest simply ' to got the job dode and
gave Hime " Tie destroved the sunc and killed o dozen North
Wistnamuse operating ol prstecting ir As e Iml}‘a‘pl:-d up the
last of the encmy, wsniper round smgshed ot s Goe and
ol trouah Ris throat, The medics: performed a battiefield

The boys in I:I'ld-ll. .I'-|-|.1 gy wvere kel Croverl Iim.'fn
peaant soldiery stood e died T the Arericaer irestoren

alized. their tifles were
painred at s that was the
enemy, When we Junlpccl
out, people were: firing
rem on us; the J_.'.IL'I'IJF-:F Wi
up in the frecs”

Mighttime. By 7 o'clock,
Muoore T s mign digeing
in: For the first | timee, the
Americamsencircled (ke en-
tire landing zone. Lintil
arw, MWloore hind throwin cv-
ery an he had miea broad
semicirele fucing the moun-
tin, The tack side of X-
Bay Bl besn widse open,
bae, Doarmenabchy, oo ane had
come knocking.

The woamded go1 imme-
dizle stlentmn from, med-
ics, e from the Batlisliom
surgedn’s men ot Moore's
commuand pest, then were
Ao as quickly a5 possible o a clearing station ac Camp
Hlollonwsry i Pletko et up By O Company of the 151h Medicil
Battalion—"Chirhie Med.” Capt. George kelling, whorin
Clharho Maed, recalla: “ 0 wiss olten @ rnoe |p_.||n-.l Limic Lo pel
higaoed it the scldier ster thas e was III:'iLI]t_‘ it, while the
supgcons tied off the bleeders. We threw caution to the wind
ok efben: gasee o parient Togr infrvenous cul:downs — wifly
four corpsmen squeeing the blood bags as hard as they
could. Tt was oot unusial for the paticnn o go inie comvil-
sigaps-as 0 resetion 1o the rapid anfesion OF =0 much cold
hldod. But the alternatise sos to let-him dice”

Bv-dark ol the waussded Do Beew evacumted somd the deisd
cirlbecbed ot Moore s commamd posts ammumition el water
hird boen distribited: mortars and artilfery knd been calibrat-
] B Fire o o ght ring just 25 vards ouiside the American
lines, Moore now made the rounds: " Morale was high,” he
remembers. We knew we were facing o toughenemy. We
had Jost o bor of good men, butwe hod siopped ihem.”

Lipoon the slopes of Chu Pong. the Lost Platoon was on its:
oen; - Serpeant Savige Tad been told that thore would be no
rescue onight, He wnd his men could hear the North Vietnam-
ene Lalking and took some comfort From radiging fnsiruction
thea Broughn artillery fire dewn on the voices. Dunng the night,
witly the wounded pressed into service, oo, Savage’™s plisboon
withstod three Morth Yietnamese allacks, inchieding one
fnunched by cerre bogle calls from the mountain nhowe,

Ji
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After 10, Crandall and Freeman hnally shut down their
helicopters al the Turkey Farm, o temporary chopper pad near
Pleiku, 37 miles northeast of X-Kay. They and their fellow
palons had flown nonstop since & a.m, “"When | tried fo get oul
of the sl it cnsght up with me —my legs gave out, and |
fell to the grownd vomiting and shuking,” Creandallrecalls. "It
took 15 galions of water to wash the blood out of ooy first ship,
miore for the second ope | lew ihat day.” Mooeres battalion
had Ioss 27 dead and 859 wounded, lewdanz it with 13 pficers and
326 men, The artillerymen at Landing Zone Falcon had fired
& 000 rounds in support of Moore's men at X-Ray,

FIX BAYONETS: Holding the thin green line

By firss light, at 6:3), Moore ordered his compa-
nies 10 send oul seours o chieek for enemy infil-
teators and snipess wha might have Gramlad up o
the American
lines during
the night, The seouts from
Charlic. Compaoy ran mnlo
trouble arcly ik yvards for-
ward of thi fine, on the left.

Some M MNorth Viet-
numese, heavily camou-
flaged nnd crawhing on
handds wnd knees, attacked.
The seoulswiere (aking ¢a-
gualtics-as they tried o puli
back. St Robert Jemison
of Columbus, G, recalls:
The patrols sent out carly
suved us from being sur-
wimad. They cunie running
|'-:u:ic. velling, “They're com-
ing, Sarge, they're coming.
Lotz of "em,” Crur machine

HOY. 151865

er, they cointed more. than 100 engmy desd o front of hiz
maching goun, Porish was swarded the Silver Stur for valor,

By now Capiain, Edwards wis ur;r:ml:,.' calling Tof rew-
Porcements, As Nadal sent one of his platoons (o help Ed-
wards, the Morth Vistnamese charged Madal’s own pasition,
The landing zone was now being hil from three sides, Ma-
cliine-grin Frn:. swept over the landing zone and through
Moore's commeand - post. The eodonel’s radio opecatar, Bob
Ohillecee, o bespectacled voung French Canasdian, slumped
over, The crusty medical-platoon sergeant, Thomas H, Keo-
pon; watked over: *Ethopght he'd giom: to sleep, 1 kicked the
heell cut of lim, wold him to et off hes- s and- help us load
the wounded. | picked up his helmer and a bullet fell outof
in 0 B knocked Bim codd.”

Moore asked for more reinforcements; brimide command-
cr Col. Tim Brown had Adpba Company of the Znd Baltalion
of the Tth Cavalry on alerf,

The Morth Victnamese were pressing their attack agsins
Edbwardss Charlie Compsany, ©1 stoodd up o observe betber
and saw the- Morth Viect-
namese ab a distance of 150
vards, o very lurge force”
Edwards recalls, T saw a

RALIT D0 |

DAY 2: CHARLIE COMPBANY S TRIAL BY FIRE

Lt nkstaam resacuisd
it 310 pm

Hamen's company
Hadals comany

conple of them in and-gre-
nads range moving toward
us | ophrew o grinade and

wits =hot under the atm and
in the back, [ dida't lose
constinusness,  bul |
coukdn't stand vp.” Though
badly woonded, Edwards
pemuned in command for 3
mre hours, wntil the atrack
wis Olly bewten off, Then
his radio operator, Ernic
Paolowe, who wias also
wounded, drageed him 1o
the aid station, The 151 Pla-
foan commander, L Meil
Kroper, 24, was found dead

Aduryks

I 21! Battalion/ Teh Canally
X 2nd Battalion 5th Cavairy
I Focpio's Army of Vietnany

pops and. fles ol them
devaa.™

Ple: Willlie Gocbaldr was
hit and yelled for help, Je-
mizon was leaving his hole when the platoon commander, Lt
Juhn Geoghegan, stood wp saving, Tl go” Geoghegan was
shot in the head and killed, He was o homsors grisduate of
Pennsylvinia Military College. He had deferred his Army
commitment For 1wWo vears toeam a master’s degree from the
Liniversity of Pennsylvinis, and in 1953 had murried his college
swietheart, John and Barbara Geoghegan spent the nest yeur
working for Ciatholic Beliel Sérvices in Tongania, Their daugh-
ter, Camilbe, was born two months before he left for Victnam.

ALT:1E, Delta Company i come under sy attick, and
X-Ray was under pressure from - tw sides, “Hand grenades
wiert exploding all dround ws,” recalls St Warren E. Adams,
“Ome fellin'the maortiar guys’ hole, Sergeant Niemeyer thiew a
leg over itand his log was blown off. Nobody else was hurt, |1
dedided the premadys were coming from-an anthill nearby, so 1
erabbed my radio operator and ook ol with s prennde ineach
hand and we cleaned up six or cight Vietnamese.”

Specaubst 4 Willard Parish; 24, of Bristow, Okla, wis o
Charlie Company mortarman, but this mormng hie mamned o
maghine gui, “Hlooked to/the Tront, and it seemed ke the
Morth Vietnamese were orowing oul of e weeds,” he re-
members: “The (raiming took over. [ just fired that weapon,
totally unaware of the time, the conditions. [ remember a lot
ofnoize, oot of velling, air strikes: Then guier," Wien he ran
i af man:'him:-'gun amvmunition Parish =tood up with o .45-
ciliber abitomuatie pistol in éach hapd and Kept shiooting. Lat-

Hand-to-hand combat. Fodwards's men hold, The Lose Plasao i
vesceeed el I Compnniy’s nive muaclinne s dooa deedly job

in i foxhode, surroonded
b four Morth Vietnamess
he had Killed with his baya-
el A, steangledioe death, was inthe holg with-bim, with
Erowers hands locked around his neck.

At around B, with the North Vietnamese pressing their
abtacks azminst Edwards's Charlie Company and MNadal’s Al-
E]m Company, the Delts Compiny anticank platcon, which

aed tracked in irs unneededaniiank weapons forsix 3l-caliber
W=t machine guns—each with a full Fowr-muon crew and iriplc
theusual lead of ammunition — came under heavy attack, The
thres M-l mochine puns of the reconnassance platoon also
hid been added 1o that sector of the ling. “They picked the
wrong place,” Moore savs, “Adams's maching guns chewed
thent up; they were killing, muys 0 o 800 vards oo™

But Landing Fone X-Fay was in prave danger of being
orverrun, Fhe martarmen, sl upon pits near Moores com-
mand post, weee firing botl their 3l-mm moertars and their
rifles and were taking heavy enemy five: Cine mottar wiss hil
aech knocked oot AT least two others grew sochot from ropid
firing that there was danger.of a shelk cooxing off — explading
bBefore i left fre ipbe, Wianier was sciree, 20 the sergeants and
thieir gunners stood and vrinated on the mortacs 9 cool thens,

Moore mow ordered the reconnaissanee: platcon, his last
resered, eounterattack inte the Charlie and Delta Company
seckors, and he called in the helicopters carrying the Alpha
Company, 2nd Batalion; reinforcements, He then pollad Di-
duryk amd one of his plateons back into reseove, on aleet o
peinforoe apy section of the line that crumbibed,

r
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Aosore called i all s anis o ik their Iocations fos sy
pilits overhesd amad the artifleny obsepvers by throwing coliored
smoke grengdcs, Adr Foree Lt Charlic Haostings, the Tomward
air coniroller sms, SO the seeond morming, Losed the gode
wirred foran American unidin froubke and received sllavailahle
aircealtin Souch Victmam Forclose sicsupport, We bad aircrai
sgackedad LIOO-To0k interals Trom 7000 feet o 35,000 feal,
eaclrwiniting fo recemie i lareet” Two more hitterics of K5
mm hewitzers were deposited in Landing Zooe Columbys, 2.5
miles: from  X-Ray, potting o total of 24 artiilery. pieces in
suppart of Moore. As all thal blessed relied raimed dimin, an
acciclcnl came J'II:I"iIII'.IHl:r’ L80%e o wipiu.g obi 1 v oore and s
contmamd post Ay dir Foroe F-100 Super Sshre jet mistakenly
dropped two canisters of napalindinto the area, Moore was
showting ot Hastings, the i chntrller, toocall off the F-100
palols wingrmnn, who wis aboot 0 release his napalm, too.

Al Grearpe-Mve ol the Brh Euginees Batalion hac come.in
withea smalk denclition team o help Moores Battalicn, ™ Feo
afmy people. Ple Dimmy B Nakayama and Specialise 5 Janics
Clark. weresa fow yords: =
v, and Celonel Moore
wias hollering something
aboil o wing manand |
laaked up,” Myve recalls.
“There were e pliomes,
and  one hod already
dl.'i'lF!iFlL"'d Fiis r'|5'||5_:q.'|||:||. 1hu:|h
easrvthime awas oo fire. M-
Kavivrmiy waas: all hlack andd
'|.-1|i:ll'k. WG .il]l |||,|r:||-q,!-:1 ij”l;:
Bleedine” Mukavemi dicid.
Three sslavs: [ater, Nye
leirmed that Nakioyviema's:
wife hod givein birth to
Bl il o gl alivy Fer hus-
b wis Killed: Scn alter-
wirrds orders came lirough
appriwing Makavami's re-
SCTVE SOMISSIGN 45 1 A0
ond licutonnt,

Just ofter ¥ wm., with the
|':'|.I|1!I:| lf_'l'r:ll'|'|1:||1:,' Felipee-
men b arrivine, Moore shift-
oo Drchueyks e into e Dustiered ers hebd Ty owinisas leliof
Edwirds's Chordie Company. Scrgcant Seteling remembers
crawhing ilong that ling. finding faxhole afer foxhole filled
sl b desch Aomericans, By 10, the enemy wttack had been benten
ofl. Edwards and his men had Tl

Aftermoon: Three hous-laier, Modre ordered abl foor com-
ponies e the ling b mave out 300 yvEeds o the fronl and
police e battlegrownd, Deasd Mootly Vectoommese and Lhen
wepos Bittered the arda, Some enemy dead were noatly
skacked behind the termite hiblss theek trails of blood mmarked
where others hind: been Llr:ig_u-:_:d Wi, Mlope g 40 dogd
Aumericans were recovered and evipcoared, Wha was Jefof
Chardie Company was pulled out of the Tine,

Eaclier in the dav, thie beigade commander, Cobonel Brown,
Tl mevend the Zond Battalion ol the 3th Cavalry, led by 1. Col,
Robert Tully, to Landing Zone Vicior, 2 miles [rom X-Ray,
el goled them poorembores Moore, By noon, they were closing
i o Mowre’s position, and what they saw stanned i,
Scegeani Adiis was o the line when the ficss of Tully's men
maarehed i UMy God, there’s enemy bodics all over this
".=':'|F|\'_'}'." the neweomershonreol, = For (e S 3k mingies; we've
been walking sround gnd over wnd throwgh bodies.™

Moore mow ordered a bwd-pronged aitick— by bwor congpas
mics of Tully's men aceoss the slope of Chu Pang asd by
Higrens Brave Company Lo rescue the Lost Platcon. Herrein's
men reiched the knolbat 200 W hen Tac thore Twalked oy

Chow and ammumibion A et oo’ diils drcigiion and
the stockpilod spplics clurenng Moane's commpiani post

o wliere Henry Herrck wions ving Jdead™ Licutenant Deal
recnlls, “IEssemed: =ocunnaturil for my (remd o B |ving
stoanzclydown witts s Bacgin the red dast; Tlehked sy cic
pot-wand b pemembeer i thatway. But [ live" Serpcant
Savaepe had ool Fost g single. mnn - afler taking  commini,
cespate @ long el aod dae ol atracks When Herren's mren
fuled Uhem that 40 was sale o gk ups noteae af them nwreedd fae 5
miiruiies, They just stared-af us o disbelicl” Dreal 2ivs

Hightfall, Wilh lis renfoscements, Moore heefed ap-the
lines: IMis tally showed thae on Day T his battation ol
Ioest twin fficers vl 44 men killeds thrce officers und 22
mien wanndeds the faur line compamies were shisvn to cight
oifficers wmd 260 men Charlic Company had stirted the diy
svith fve: oefficers and 102 smoensaid endedd it weith o officers
g 45 men A bright mocn sose in o dlepe sky belone mid-
night and lighted the buttlefield

CHECHMATE: Driving off the enemy

AL422, an -
DAY B
fhorth Vicl-
mameie. Al
tacked Capl.
Plvrem - Dnicduryk's aoctor
from the southemsl:  Dh-
dirvks 27a native of the
Ukranne whohod emigmt-
et e Llneted Stites al
g 12, was, i Madre’s
words, "rhe best bartleficeld
coaniiy connuder - Tve
ever known; ischuding: my-
self in Forew”

Dil.llu:l.'l-., iz Fll'llr!lil.l.'L"IJ.
for the possbality of o nigh
attack. Higmen were dug in
deeply, fwis b oo foxhole,
anchihe holkes wene spaced
i prosile i||i-;::r|.-|1|,‘i-:i|:'|_!:_ L
port. Before nightfall £
vk and - i aniflery: ob-
sierver, L Wilhom' Lund.
hach registered the artillery roges s the 105 -mmbowitzers ol
Landing Fones Faleon and Colimbus could fire insiantly.
Moy by the dight of parachute fures kicked oul of an’ A
Force U123 vwerhead, Dicdurydcs men poured rifie @nd ma-
chine-gun fire on the attacking North Yietnamese while Fyi:
vk amad Lo diveeted artilleny fire back ind Torth aeross
e Killing sone. The North Vietnamese Broke and ran,

e minbes afier the firsgitack, they ricd agum, st
with ahout 2000 men, Agaim, American arfillery amd rifle: lire
chewed them up, The attack shifted 100 the sonflwesy. Tk
Marth Wictmamese wire thrown Dack a thind fime.

*Thenrd bugles blowing, says Specilisg 4 Pal Selleck. a 2--
year-old gifleman from New York City, ©1suw, in the light of
bl Mares, swoves ol g LY comning doswn Gl e msan
i siewight Jine, The company wis shooting theo ke ducks
o i prond,” Twice during the nitncks, Moores reconmissanse
Frl;,ut:,:q;;un had carmied |u_1g|,r Iosiel= oo e nilin ool Lo Dadur-
vk e Less than 2 liowers Tater, ot 6:27, (he North Victmam:
g attucked again, this tme ditectly at Didaryk’s command
posts Wow, i less than 15 mimutes: thee mgackers weres drag-
ginng ofl their dead, Diduryk higd only secmen lighily woundd-
ed: hul the field i frond ol Rim wis piled with encmy dead.
Dicduryk would retum 1o Vietnam for another our of duty
with the kst Cavalry, b thespoing of B inanother lading
o, he was Killed by g sniper,

Mocre nosy invented something that would bewidely sl
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foor this rest of the Victnam Wir Fiiding that hiz companes
had plenty of ammunition, he ordered every man on the ling,
o o signab o1 55, 1o shoot anything in front of their lines that
winmicd them: When this "Mad Minute” of rmodon fring
bBegan, 50 Mol Vietnamese leapt up 130 yicds: forward: of
Adphe Compuny of the 2nd Battadion of the 7th Cavalry, The
Morth Victnamese had been socaking up and assumed s
ficing moeant they had been spotied. They were shol down,
Elzewhire along the ling, the “recommissance. by lire™ killed
six other Morih Victnumese, inciuding ao soipera shot out ol
the frees, & thied soiper was spoetied anhoor e teving {o
climb down and get away, He, toc, was killed,

A 55, Moore ardered. the nine: companics now. on the
line 1o miewve forward 500 vards, Wikl e lirst 50 sands,
Dricdoryk's - men came under heavy fire, Moore pulled them
Iigck s called: incartillery and ain bombardment that killed
unother 27 of the enemy. The rest of the 2nd Batalion of
the Tth Cavaley, unider L,
Col, Boberl Melade, now
beann wrrivine al 2-Hay
from Landing Zone Victor,
Specinlist 4 Jack Smith, now
an’ ABC-TY  Corrcspon-
dent, Inter wrote: The Ist
Battalivn had becn fighting
confinuoasly for thirge o
four diys, and | had nevér
seen such filthy tronps
Thiy all B thal look of

“shock. They =aicd ik, just
Inoked pround witl dasting.
mErons eyes. Wheneyver |
Bid a shell coming close;
'l duck. but ihey: kepl
atanling. These must huive
been about 1,040 Totting
bodics out there, starting ot
absaul 201 feet, wrn.:lmd[nﬁ

Hiled  Woueded
m 121

DAY 3: THE MORTH VIETMAMESE EAlL
HEAL 16, 1865

=] I reopie Ay of Vieknam

Mtocae wnslung his M-16 rifke anid laid it across the b Crine
dall and Milks siphed and pulled out their 28-caliber pistols,
“You've pot exictly 30Fsccomds fopel some drinks on this bar
or I'm going tooclean honse” Moore said through clencheil
tooth. Thes drank, and when i downed on the crowd who
iheir wwhshed and wwanted puest was, they drank Tor free,
Ty this poind, the T Drsmg Campaign had been o mingndi-
conl feat for the cavalry. Bul belore the fighting cnded an-
pther 135 Americabawould dic in the T Drang Yalkey,

AMBUSH: Blundering into disaster
DAY Oin the moming after Mooee's battalion lete X
a

Feay, with another massive B=52 mgid planned on
Cliw Pong, the two battalions that had relicved
Moore's mgn — Bob MoDade's 2nd Batalion of
the 7rh Cavalry wnd Bob Tully's 2nd Battakion of
the Sth Cavalry = were ordered to march to two nearby landing

| yomes. The brignde commander intendied 0 continue manen-

vering by block the eoemy’s
refreat and to desteoy him,

Tully, an expencnced
commander, marched his
e oul of X-Ray. the
samie way Lhey had arviveds
Twi companics abreast
with arfilkery fire pounding
the brush abead o thesn.
[0 legs than 2 houwrs, his
min cowerel the 285 miles
o Landing Zone Colum-
Buos Bur MoDade, who
only three weeks before
facd heen the division's per-
—_— sonnel olficer, had nof

S—_— : commanded” froops in 10
mﬁﬁﬂ?ﬁm‘? vears, Stafl officers necded

i a hattalicon commeand in G-
ELIEER 2nd Bettaben) Sth Gy der o make colonel; and

Maj. Gen, ey WO

LT A, (PR

the piant cirele of foxhokes
McoDade's and Tullys
Batralions: were 0 relieve :
Moore’s men at X-Fay, but Moogre did pol b over his
waition until every company had accounted for every one of
= men. Long age, ot Fort Benning, he T promisaed hid
hatgalion that he would never leave aoman on the battlefield,

never periml oo mian i be carriisd’ as missing 0 action,”
I tbrree davs and o mighes, his battalion and el
vkt had st Tekilled and 20 wounded, The encory had Tosl
aestimated LM dead, Approsimately S0 A merican wir
sorties had been flown incchose suppert, the artillerymen st
Lamiling Zones Faboon and Columbas i fivcd stine B E0
shells; pnd belicopter punships had fived 5060600 2.7 5aneh
rockets. Bofore: Moore’s men fefi, they wore trebted o one
Lozt specticolar, Shortly after socn, Cho Pong eripted as 24
Ciuam-bised B-52 strategic bombers, for the hest e in

history, bombed in clese suppod of froops on the ground.
Finally, Moore gave tat CLUES and the: helicopiers begnn
lifting his men out of the valley, Hal Moore, the firsh nean on
the gromned] wies (he last min ol his Batialion to legve, T the
cockpit of the helicopter that carricd him away wene his old
bt i dies Bruce Crandall and Joa Mills. Afer they Linded
il Camp Fiolliway in Pleiko, Moore checked 1o make cerfain
his menwere-being taken care ol and then refoincd the pilots:
W e re s we el n ilrink seoaened bere?" he asked, Crancall
o s pointed Lo e smoll edfieers” dubnearhy, Insidi, they
ordered gin and tonee, bl the aviender refised o serve
thies, poisting disdainfolly ol Moore; “He's fod diny,'”
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Myron Didarylk's moment. Dot Covmpany casily baar aff die
cirery s fast @inmeky. Mol Moore s over a mow sifenr Bailefiofd

Kinnard had piven bMé-
Exacke Dz batialion, but nod
withoml reservalions. He
el sent his personal mide, Maj. Frank Henry, 1o senae oy
MeDade’s second-in-command and o “keep things going Hll
MeDade could et his feer wel,”

As Tully, who had left first, neared his objective ot Land-
ing Zone Codambog, e radioed MeDade and offered: 16
v his artillen specinlist relay (he correct coondinnies 9
fdcDade’s artillery man so that MeDades men would have
the same |'_|[-|_1I|;'_'i:|_ii'||'| an e Wy aut af K-H.a_'r. i Dvacle sand
i wasn't necessary wnd maomed oot A

MeDade's lead umit, Alpha Compiny, was deplayed in &
wedge formation, and the rear puard —a company borrowed
from the 15t Batralion of the Sth Caivalry —was also properly
deployed. but those in betscen marched single file with littke
regard forsecurty. Some men bad gone twis diys and nights
without sleep, and during their frequent stops They sprawled,
cxhausted. in the griss,

The St Battalion of the 86th People’s Army Regiment
wits taking i rice break st midday along the L Drang River
when seouls reporied that the Americans were approach:
ing. MeDwle's bead unit captured two prisoners, and the
Americans halted. for 20 minutes whike they were inerro-
suted, That permitted the enemy commnder time toset up
g hasty L-shaped ambush, The Nonh Vietnamese planied
their mischine guns atop the termite Mlls and rced throogh
the jungle, deawing the long leg of the Lo alongside the
Arericans.
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Pt thor moriars |_||:u_'r||,;|.| fire, thie Marth Vietnamese |L!'r',-
ukirs muneuvering alongside the American colimn wheeled
ol ttacked. In the center af the column, Charlie Compa-
ay teok the worst of i Josmg 20 kilked and many more
wotinchad i the fes minoie. Some men Hred wildly inoey-
ery dirgetion and another company. compliined 1L was being
it by fracndly five. AL that poind, as the endmy. pressed. the
_|||;|-;;-k:_ -:'-.':I-:!};jlln_'- :_:[:-|1:||-.:-:|I|1.' hslicwed that wlinl wiis h.‘li"'rll.!!l-
i was o shootant Beivaen Americans. LE 5. Lowrenog
Crawin wrobe That dMebPrnde radhioed onders for everyons 1o
ces e

A bad mituation got worse, By now, the North Vickamese
wWere i amie U Arwericans and op oo he inees Aayone
whis meved ot shot, Major Henry and-the artillery olser

ot om their radivs and begun calling n artillery and air bome

ATALKWITH GENERAL GIAP

‘There are limits on power’

mardmenis: That '|'|ri;_".'|_'-|1i:u|,| 3 masswere, bt with the colemn
slrefehed our for nlmest LU0 yards mothe all grass the
arfillerny shidls and napalothat killed the Monh Victnamese
alsce killed Americans. The. lead unit, Alpha Company, had
5|1:|,'-5|-,'| ol around fhe l.":l.lé'.'."' of the -L'l:.":lr:il'lg befiore the attack
anc lost two platoons, S0oman, in dhe firse mineges. [0 woald
emerie from Albany with only 20 men 1eft out of KL Chire
b Crompany, whicl set off Teom X-Bay with 10 men, lost 50
killod sind 50 wounded,

[ kabe aftermoca, Didurvk's Bravo Company, which had
lefi X-Fay with Moores men, was polted oul of Fleiku and
dropped In helicopter into- Adbany, The cocky velerns.of
X-Ray deew o penmeter avound the clearing and Lent cour-
age 1o the shaken défenders. Another company of the 11
Batialzon aof the Sth Cavalbry, marched froan Landinge - Loné
Caolumbos toveprd Ul tetl el ol BMelDnde’s |5:l|f—|'|'|i.|l’.'-|l.!l|‘.||_!,
-;_:l:-|||||'||:|.

be’y war. waped by the entire people
Eim itlefield wastevenowhere, or
novwhere, angd the ehodee wits ours,
Cieoepe. Ball swrote “uninterestine
bk called The st of Power [n

i aenrny el ety frfskly fde ffie )

Crerrerrrend Criesd Flenee i Hanii

fescakat e N B ot prandfatlier

thia eare o (e gt wierews ol 20
centory Gren, 1o Ngnven Giiigge, e s
ber fed en i f PN SR

Even advanced’ weapons . hive
wonknesses. We had our choice of
weaknesses: You staped  bombing
raiels fn o advance. of your lsncings:

Tourine than e our soldicrs were in

their! wmmels and bunkers ond took

Wigtniam, your commanders nevir re-
alized. that there are limitations on
pooser, limitations on strength. 1 read
el Shechan's ook [4 Heisis Shinimng
Edee], e what ©learned was thar the
et intetligent of men can doo e s

'tﬁlpnl”' Frgered et e £l

[ricless Things:

I T A

gl St tes is B0 T e,
Cotarpn i it Esreny e
feare ret wrsaele {8, Wi iy
yeeos fighaly, e oy Miv
Jereleeck vt Arvn! Rentc it
Jix e were e sendles
Tnrigls, prRsing fo o
sl fear fals peeesrs, catking
G R el e T
D Retired LS Ay L
Gen, Haeald O U HaE
More did LLS, Niws s
it Eddiion Joselt L. Gallp-
bty sk Crtape el e e
Figne Boerle gond Hie aagr
beadly e Dbl Seaties -
CeTrHE el WREE T |
When | heard the news:
of the coming af (e LIS
Ise Air Cayalry, [ predicted
that they woukl use ver
modern s, that this
waonilel e very lmportar|
serintegically. This was &
Bighly misbide division, witl

My deep impression
was that the Americon
wenpoiss wer ey highs
tech, very adhianced;, bl
thio fimaldetimee facter &
thi peaple: And (hiol wis
trud in the [Fe Drang)
civmpaign, We had troubie
withesupplies of water and
food, We had o heleop-
ters, Car peopkes had 106
forage in the jungle for |
food wnd drink water from
the streams. Bul oor fodo8
seddagrs had' (o bevery in-
tefligent, very creative ad
miakatheir own wiy,

Yo ask alags DHen
Bicn Phu: We didn’t hawe
BALy Hr OF armer, and our
artilleny wis smaller than
thatof the French. After-
wird, President o Chi
Minhjoked about thes He
liked o say, At least,
General Gaap did not Iose

n quh Hegion Of fextbhility,
chpahbe of Bunshing: sud-
din: nitscks supported iy

heavy firepower, Butl the Amercing | very few casualties, When your armed

01d enembos. Crerterils Ciagt aned Moo diseiiss the T Bienig

any. plancs or tanks ol
e Bien Pl
Avve el af q WEnurete enTew,

I

dida T understand it we had our sal-
dierz almost evcrewhers: that 1l was
vary hed W surprise s Whenowi
hegard the helicopters, we went on tlert
anil prepared for hattle wherover youl
Lunded. Beimg on the spot; evenawhere,
waie the best-malaliteof all.

helicopiers canie we ' were still in our
aheliers. Onby when the helicopiens

Brought your troops el we emergs,

wnd ‘only then did we start shooting,
Wil AmMCricans were very sIeig e
meicheTel WA pRIns: hut wie were strong
in sommething else, Chir wise wiss poo-

Moore _l:|'.']:.l||:.||:°'|:.|' .::!,Ijr TS weriehvnfedl divdd
piresemrealdt o Citap, cotlme i e seali g
Sfrcnrr et odel sl s pnintfen il
cheppec Wi st i honls Rean s, visiily
ertved, Then e s ekl erpbreed
el ereeeny mirtecs, siedaletly, wans s
stirpised aveed el i G W,
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M SPECIAL REPORT

Dwring the afternoon and might, the Norh Vieinamese
roamed the buttlefield, Killing and being killed in desperite,
iseltedl linle ancidents. Specialisl 4 Jack Smith, who Ly
wounded in the grass,; wrode that the enemy cin aroind
“sgrecching with plee when they found onc of us alive ...
Every few minuies, | heard some gy starl screameng ‘o, oo,
ao, please,' and then o burst of bulles.™

Divigion headguarters seemed oblivioes to the debocke.
Gieneral b;innm-;ll and iz second-in-command, Brig. Gen
Richard Enowles, later =il the hrigade commander, Tola-
nel Brosm, bod for slerted theos Brown &aid hie-conld get
no coherent report from McBade: “We had ample 1e-
sonirees ot hand 1o reinforee Adbany — Hal Moore's: mien
would have gone in o minote—but ne one asked”™ savs
Gieneral Kinnard

SILENCE: Courting the cost
DA" When the sun rose MeDade™s baifabion hod
5

lagt 155 killed, 125 woonded and ot Jewst -l
MmN mesing fosckion, A Heulemant stood n
fromt of Specinlist 5 Jon Wallenius, o Brivo
Company moriar aheereer, and asked for volun-
feers o bring in the American depd, First ihey broveght in
iz whiole bodics: then the picces Wallenios and the others
dragged the ghistly cargo oo wailing Chinook holicoptens,
stacking the lastone full to the ceing. " When we rsed the
Pt gy, Mood poured through the hinges?™ e says
Lamcling one Albamy was abandoned o day larer, aoid [oor
days after that, one of the Americans missing in-pclicon, PIe
Tk Brivechoy, o South Carolinian of Creek Indian descent.
stagueredd mto o clesrng and, with: his Bloody andemshire,
wived down a passing helicoptoer Braveboy had been badly

THE BOYS OF 1965

Where
have all

the young
men gone?

Aqunrier Of 1 Cen-
fury. has passeid
sindd the epichat-
e the LD
Valley. The bovs of
B3 ane now the
miifille-aged men of 1990

B Lt Gen. Hal Moore, GH re-
tired Tront the Armyin dixgues
i W97 ke, s depaty chicl
of atufl for, persdnnel. he was
prdered iy dilute recrieing
standards and ssign wonren 10
dutics’ that would endanger
them b owartime: He angd his
wille Julip dfivide their tme be-
Pzl e in Ak, Al
ard Crested  Hutte, CGoli
Mloope oumps, ciimbe an-skis
the Hockies and mns 5omiles
EVETY mi;l‘ll'ir'lt["l;:'!l koop it

® Basil Plumlay, 70, renired
from the Aoy a5 i commined
sergeant major on Dec. 31,
974 aftey 32 years, 6 maonths
wrad 4 |,||,|:.'._t.'|'|t| il ive dl.it_'f. He
warked nn ackfitmal 15 yeads
i aivibian emphooe at Mt
Army Hospitl af Forl Bén-
ning, G, ands on Seplember
25 retived apaing He hais o e
brd desz anc oo itch Ot
Llirotigla i wads;

B Raman A (Tomy] Nadal, 54, -

FRLCLE LN LA L S By -y

A charge into hilstory. Heal Meocre sow aed theen S demamded e Bext wird e e s

e Eroam the Army ms g cobo-
nelin 1981 and s vige president
of Iepian resources ot Cirishe
syn Teg Systems i Chrlisle, Pa
W Ernie Savage, 406, retirecl from

Ehid Acrmienis dncrgeant first ¢lass

in T2 fter 20 vears, He works
gl Fort Bonning, Gos evaluating
Armmac Hesene trainug,

u Brace Crandall, 57, resined in
1957 s a bemicnunt colonel He
= thie city publicsaworks minagcs
ol hleas, Arix

| Ed {Toe Tadl to Fiy) Freemsan, &2,

sl flying, s chief pibol for
e L1, Dephrtment of the Tn-
ferior in Boise, Iiihce, He -
tircd nson mjor i 19GT,

W Joe Marm, 45, i a colinel with
26 yenrs ufseree. e i senior

Armny stviser to the Tth Army
Reserve Command in Willow
rove, Pl

H fohn Herrom, 56, retimed nson
codoriel tn 1GES: Fle o civilion
specialist on MNATC nffuirs tor
e Drefizmee Deparment anid
lves 1o Bathesdla b,

m Galen Bungum, 47, lefl the
My in Apil, 1966, wod wenl
fom for Hvhiedd, inm, Hi op-
cited adairy farmy until 1988,
whien he sald his cosws and ook
i jodr inc dosm with THML Bun-
gumperossssoatseans and’ eorn
anchis Iokpena Birm .

m John Setelim, 44, left Victnm
with three -Purpde Hearls: He
midikes his ome i Glen Allen;
Wi, nied s g amraEster sunsmith

for the Amercan Historical
Fonndaticn in Richmond, Vi,
| Vimcent Comiw, 449, 1601 the
Army in December, 1965, Fo s
a-bug driver o Hoosion, and
never wenl bick o fiis s,
m Russall Adams, 49, helps run
the Famitly dairy Gy on 500
pores catside Shoemikerivillc,
Puic Hle s partly: pacalyeed a5
sl of hi:-g 'M:ulnds_. He ning-
picd i 1958, fnd Tieand biswife
Fizdl e bl giel last year,

B Bill Bogk, 47, went home (9
Steclton, Mo He is now o frec-
lsee commmersial et i Fhar-
rsbere. He and Russell Adams
are Al bt fricnds,

B Jon Wallenius, 47, wol oul ol
the Army i Augrst TG He
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winded on Mevember 17, plaved dead while the enemy exe
cuted oshers near him aod thes criwled ofl tos creek bed, Cn
Phe thicd gy, the best mancin & squad of Mol e e
Eronps passing by h|'_h::-|||._'|| Braveboy [ving in the brush agaims
thie bank and turned, raising his AK-47 rifle 16 finish b off.
Baavvebeny BiTred Bus &l ittered left hand i supplication, shik-
ing his B, e wik s v, Justa |'||.‘:-_':.'. vl more tha 16 or
17,7 Bravebow peculled afterwirnd,  He walked away.”

EPILOGUE: Delivering the sad news

The ouns were sileal i last Bul L2000 miles away, inoCo-
lembus, Ga., the slecpy Southern town auiside” Fost Ben-
ning, Hhe tgedy was just beginning to unkfold. 1§ was eatly i
the war, and the Army had net yel formed the casunliy-
potifcation tewms thit later delivercd and tred o sodten the

e e e e e —

drivers to deliver, Some women collapsed ab the spht of 2
cub pulling up outside; others huddled inside, refusing to
prswer the Enock.

Lt Col Hal Mocre and his mien had done their duty fn (e
la Drang Valley Mo Julia Compton Moore — the d: I:ul._r_,hl.ur
of an Army colonel, the wife of a future Army general and the
mothisr of twis soms wha would follow their [.'I[:ILLF o W Es
Point —would do hers, Julic Moore knocked o fo0 many
deoors in the flimsy thinswalled apartment compleses and
trailer parks around Columbus — grieving with the swomen,
pomforting. the chibiren and '.mud::n% wlen the taxicab
might com 15 her dhaor, She never forgot one yery vouing,
Hispunic widow, pregnant with o baby whi would comi into
this warld Tatherless, Julie Moore attended the funerals of all
by hoslnd’s men who were buned af Fort Benming,

If wou winl to know the trec cost of victory inthe L

terrible news The telegrans were simply handed over o faxi

Brrang, ask Julie Modre

Gahn Bungum. Furn lfe

festhes physical wnd earthsei-
cnces b Memce (CahE Hgh
Schaol ond fivesin Lismidala;
B Robert Edwards, 52 rotincd an
weclomel i 1 Fie is dhe asease
it boroieeh nnmnger of Chob-
lim. P, _
= Deanls Deal, 44, 111 the Army
s avcapaann i Dreccmibscr, 1567
Fle it et o lives in
Pittshargh, Pa.

® Camille  Geoghegan, the
davphicr of Lt John Geopglds
gan, bered 25 ghiss vear, -She
works for s bank in Washington,
e and belongs 4o In Toach,
an organiEation that helps
friemds and relotves ol Lhe
AE.000 whiv died Sin Vistnam
contict cnchothiés

| fishing

Bill Bach. A popd _|I..rlll'|:r':;l

B Goorge Nye; 50, scrved dscitns,
sommonthaand 10 diys 0 Vet
nu, pst i the Spccinl Forces,
Fle wiss evncuated with wounds
on e 5 19K wnd spent 18
mianths Ay hospitals Nye
retived ns o sgrpeonl i June:
1S, i livies o Banger, e
Hie spends fus dave hiking-and
the Maime
“yvheire | (b oaiie pooee.”

B Warren Adams, L retired s
the: best-educated  commandd
seppeant major o e Aroy in
TG Assimned b sy o sk
dents o Ewrgpe in the late (540
] Al 19508, e earned @
Frisehieloe s degfec Troan (e Ui
versily of Austan n Vicnma, §
fksier s degrecin histoosal the

wiirds”

George H:rl:, .|' r.l.lr-l'rraf: e

| Llniversity ol Austria in [nns-

Frruck and & Pl i peychol gy
fromn Mdanich - Uiniversity: i
WS A properly. manasement
fie b Tanipin, Fla
® Robert lemisan, Ir., 549, redirecd
AA-1 serpeant st chiss m 1,
plter-24 years servies, Hespont
AT monthsin thie hoespiial re-
covering From woumds sullered
i e Fie Drraip: Jemison works
part fime dis i securiiy g i
Columbuz: Go.,  ond s,
SEhach might 1 g back 1o Viel-
i Ao Fghil kil same badtle
gover anel e

e retvpey et 330w Killedd
ary e i heau e erpcavend i
el 308w e it Feter
i Memrrorial i Wit
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Clintan Pabey
Ackfoy, fowe

o rridhl ask iy Raven't
I“foepottan soul Vielnam

afterall ihese years. Eveng-night
1 roba tove] oees sl (1 scars
and Saa thom n &b mirear |
thinily Gf-all thoss Buys kifed in
B bion, WabFHEeE & st and
it friends el pefatnioes fnd
all thoseeallgred |es: Hiw
could forgsts

fet i wiay, | mever feal as bad
asahan ' fealing good. 1 ey
e B peaiful song of See 6
bird o soime beautiul 5cenany,
and 1think of ol the guays who
prion'l haneta
ey thoge
ininzs: They
naseE awried &
RCroWEW
(], neves
S Ty Wil
on the moon.

WS Bl =

rrvech whiat wo
vt shroagEh
as Il s hrtwing what thesothes
gy want thraeigh; They died
cirty, They died-hat, hungre and
gxhausiod . - Some dad doyving b
Peslcl i fHEs Intestines. Thesy
dad thinking thst thair oveo
Onas weuld e B N
they died, Thest digd among
ands, seamion and snakas
They hiadn't ey on & maktness
ir- s o ree months Gr e
hed & colgd dnnk,

19m1 5 proad o hank e
Eheracand S0 prod of 1 Eus
vl 1 e b wiliy s |
Eargll £ thits oountny socl now
Fawn arid farm 120 acres of my
coumniny,. To mes Ukl Seams
propir, and just, &nd sn bl




